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1. Academic Language Needs of 
English Learners

2. WIDA Differentiation Tools

3. K-12 Examples: Differentiation 
using WIDA tools

4. Work time! Differentiating 
Units

GOALS

1. www.todaysmeet.com/englishlearners

       Virtual “Parking Lot” 

2. www.AcademicEnglishLearners.com

Electronic handouts, PowerPoint, 
Graphic Organizers

WIDA Differentiation Resources
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Teaching Experience:
1. Job Title
2. Years in Education

Cultural/Language Experience
1. International Travel Experience 
2. Do you speak a language other than English?

Experience with English Learners
1. What experience do you have differentiating for English Learners? 
2. Which Professional Developments have you attended on this topic?

Personal Interests
1. What hobbies/interests do you have?

Group Resumé

All students are AELLs… 
(Academic English Language Learners)

-Dr. Kate Kinsella

Social

Academic
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WIDA: World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment
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WIDA: World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment

WIDA Can Do Statements

• Independent?
• With scaffolding?

WIDA Can Do Statements

WIDA Can Do Statements Scaffolding with SupportsScaffolding with Supports



Academic Language: WIDA
Lesson Plan Template: Page 2

Language of Math:
Academic Language (Word level)

Academic Language:
Sentence level

Language of Math:
Reading Story Problems

Language of Math:
Grammar



Language of Math:
Process Writing

Language of Math:
Process Writing

Language of Math:
Process Writing Discourse Level: Let’s Talk!!

Discuss Supports, Academic Language and Scaffolding Techniques:

1. I noticed that ____________________________.
2. I wonder about __________________________.
3. I liked __________________________________.
4. I’m not sure I understand _____________________.

Application:
5. I can _____________________ with my students by ________________________________.
6. ___________________ would/ wouldn’t work for my students because ________________.

MPIs: Model Performance Indicators MPIs: Model Performance Indicators



Language of Math: Model Performance Indicator

English learners (Levels 3 and 4) will 
analyze and solve multi-step math 
stories using graphic organizers, 
word lists and peer support.

1: 
Language 
Function

2: 
Content 

Area

3: Supports

Modeled Performance Indicators

1. Let’s explore your unit.

2. Use MPI Template to write a Modeled 
Performance Indicator on Lesson/ Unit Template.

         Website > Academic English Resources > Workshop Resources > MPI Template

WIDA Article:
Jigsaw Activity

4 C’s:
Jigsaw Activity

Connections:  
● __________________ reminds me of _________________ because _____________________.
● __________________ makes me think about ________________________________________.

Challenges:  
● ___________________ would be a challenge because ________________________________.
● I agree with _________________, but on the other hand, _______________________________.

Concepts:  
● ________________ is the most important ______________ because ____________________.
● In other words, ____________________ means _____________________________________.

Changes:  
● I would like to try _____________________________________________________________.
● I used to think ___________________, but now I think _______________________________.

Website > Academic English Resources > Secondary Example

www

Secondary Example

1. Choose a CONTENT AREA STEM at your table.
EXAMPLE: Science, Chemical Changes

2. Which LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS can Midori use at her level?  
EXAMPLE: Midori will IDENTIFY three important chemical changes from 
paragraph level text. 

3. Which SUPPORTS will you use to scaffold her language level? 
EXAMPLE: 

• Short science videos with visuals of important chemical changes 
• Shorter, leveled reading passage
• A graphic organizer for note-taking

MPI Group Activity: Gallery Walk



MPIs: Model Performance Indicators

Participants will analyze and create a 
differentiation plan for ELs in math, 
science, social studies or language 
arts using graphic organizers and 
modeled examples.

1: Language 
Function

2: Content 
Area

3: Support

www.AcademicEnglishLearners.com

1. CLICK on Academic English Resources

2. EXPLORE!

WIDA Differentiation Resources

On Your Own!

1. Choose one of your units to differentiate.

2. Identify English Learners in your class.

3. Fill out Unit/ Lesson Differentiation Template

4. Ask Questions!

       Website > Academic English Resources > Workshop Resources 

Assessments

1. Review WIDA Can Do statements

2. What CAN the students do? How can we assess 
their understanding at their language level?

Share Out!

1. At tables

2. With whole group

3-2-1 Evaluation

               Write down three things that you have learned.

               List two things that you would like to implement.

               Write down one question you still have.

Surveys
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